
 

 

HPWBANA Board Meeting 
Monday, September 12, 2016 

Russell’s Bakery, 3339 Hancock Drive 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:44 p.m. 
 
In attendance:  Chereen Fisher, Dawn Lewis, Jason Lindenschmidt, Noel Stout, Piet Sybesma, 
George Zwicker   
  
Not in attendance:  Ty Allen, Rebecca Spratlin 
 
Approval of minutes:   George Zwicker moved that the August 1, 2016 Board minutes be 
approved.  Piet Sybesma seconded the motion and the minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
New board member:   There was a brief discussion about electing Wallis Goodman to fill the 
vacancy on the board for the unexpected vacancy due to the passing of Donna Edgar.  Piet Sybesma 
nominated Wallis Goodman and George Zwicker seconded the motion that we elect Wallis 
Goodman to fill that position.  Mr. Goodman was elected by acclimation for the term which ends 
December 2017. (6-0-2 absent) 
 
Consideration of amending the 2016 Budget to allocate $2,000 from the cash balance to help 
with the local match for the grant for Art in Perry Park, Phase 2:   The board had discussed at 
the August meeting whether or not to allocate funds for the 2nd phase of the Friends of Perry Park 
art project in which two new pieces of art would be added to the park.  Piet Sybesma noted that we 
need to amend the budget to approve the $2000 to help with the amount needed to fund the match 
for the grant from the Parks and Recreation Dept.   Noel Stout moved that we approve the 
allocation and Chereen Fisher seconded the nomination.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
(7-0-2 absent)   
 
Discussion of Balcones/Parkcrest median art project:  Jessica Winslow from the Friends of 
Perry Park brought forth their new idea about creating a neighborhood marker that would be 
comprised of native stone.  Art designer Kim Kahn could create a design that would fit into a native 
Texan landscape, such as incorporating fossils and the use of rocks.   The marker would be placed at 
the entrance of our neighborhood, with the thought being that it would be the median at the 
Balcones entrance near Parkcrest.  However, the project is still in its conceptual stage.    The board 
expressed concerns about the time frame, given that the water line reconstruction will be taking 
place in the next couple of years, which would/could have an impact.  The group will need a 
signature from the HPWBANA president and support of the board.  Chereen moved that the board 
support this nomination and Jason Lindenschmidt seconded the nomination.  The board approved 
the motion unanimously. (7-0-2 absent) 
 
Affordability Presentation and Consider ANC Resolution on Affordability:  Neighbor Fred 

Lewis provided information about the ANC Resolution on Housing Affordability.  Mr. Lewis has 

worked with neighbor, Ed Wendler, a developer.  They are advocating for a housing linkage fee for 

new construction of housing as a way to address the affordable housing crisis in Austin.  Currently, 

the affordable housing problem is addressed through an optional density bonus program.   Texas is 



the only state in the union that does not have a mandatory program.  Only 223 affordable housing 

family units have been created in Austin in the past decade.    An affordable housing linkage fee is 

applied per square foot of new construction and is paid at the time the building permit is issued. The 

amount of the fee is based on a nexus study that identifies the cost to the city due to the housing gap 

generated by new commercial construction. Fees typically range from $1-$6 per square foot.  

Proponents say that linkage fees will spread the cost of affordable housing fairly across all types of 

new construction, allowing a small fee to generate greater resources.  They will allow the city to 

target funds to the greatest need, including unit size, Median Family Income (MFI), and length of 

affordability, give developers certainty to their costs and will not increase property taxes.  There was 

discussion and the board had questions.  Consideration of the proposal will be on the October 

agenda.  

Discussion and Consider a Resolution to ANC on the Mobility Bond Election:  Neighbor 
Mike Levy was not able to attend to discuss this resolution, but President Piet Sybesma expressed 
concerns about the $720 million bond package in that it doesn’t allow citizens and neighborhoods to 
vote for the pieces they deem effective and affordable, instead citizens must vote for the entire bond 
package.  Based on these concerns, Mr. Sybesma drafted a resolution addressing those concerns, to 
present to the ANC which will ask the ANC to request that the COA provide options for our 
citizens to support, rather than just providing the one package which contains items that many not 
support and others that one would, given the tremendous traffic problems we face in Austin.  The 
board approved the resolution by acclimation. (7-0-2 absent) 
 
Update on membership drive and survey:   George Zwicker reported that there were 352 new 
residential members and three business members.   
 
President’s Report:   There will be a candidate forum for District 10 at the Jewish Community 
Center this Thursday at 6:00 p.m.  There will be a dedication ceremony for the Covert Park at 
Mount Bonnell on Saturday morning.  Additionally, the Grove development will go before the City 
Council on September 22nd.  BCRC supporters are encouraged to attend and wear white shirts. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  George Zwicker reported that we had $10,120.17 in the bank as of now. 
 
Events:  Chereen Fisher reported that the Movie in the Park is on hiatus. 
 
Membership:  Jason Lindenschmidt and George Zwicker reported that the business membership 
drive will take place in early 2017.  There was discussion about how to standardize the drive so it is 
the same time every year. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:32 pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Dawn Lewis, Secretary 
 
 

 

 

 

 


