
MINUTES 
Highland Park West Balcones Area NA Board Meeting 
Yarborough Branch Library, August 1, 2016; 6:30 p.m. 

 
In attendance:  Dawn Lewis, Jason Lindenschmidt, Rebecca Spratlin, Piet Sybesma, George Zwicker 
 
Not in attendance:  Ty Allen, Chereen Fisher, Noel Stout 
 
Approval of minutes:  George Zwicker moved to approve the June 7, 2016 board minutes; Dawn Lewis seconded. The 
minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
New Business; 
 
Highland Park/Balcones Water Line: There is a new water line under construction that will impact our 
neighborhood—the HPBA Water Line Project.   Robin Smith and Gareth Nicely from Austin Water came to provide an 
overview of the project to date.  This project began several years ago.  Mr. Nicely did the system analysis on it.   They 
look at homes, schools and environmental impacts on the route.   The energy system stems from a Jollyville reservoir.  
The route goes from Far West to Balcones Drive, then southerly and terminates at Crestview and Mt. Barker, with the 
tanks as the primary energy source.  It impacts approximately 700 homes.  It will be a sixteen-inch water line.  They will 
have to work around the older line, which may have lead.  Water quality will be thoroughly tested.  The pipeline must 
meet the 1,500 gallon per minute minimum standard for fire flow.  
 
A construction plan will be developed and when the design plan is at the 60% stage, Austin Water will return to provide 
an update.  Construction is anticipated to begin in 2019.   
 
Neighbor Dwayne Holman wondered why they couldn’t take advantage of using the right of way on roads as to lessen 
the impact of traffic construction.  Neighbor Kent Jackson wanted to see if we could get the road repaved while the 
construction was underway; he was also concerned about fire danger during the construction phase.  President Piet 
Sybesma asked if this water line was connected to the upcoming Grove development and it is not.  Robin Smith will be 
our contact during the construction stage.  Questions can also be addressed to Jill Mayfield.  Charlie Maddox is the city 
contact for testing water quality. 
 
Consideration of Funding for Perry Art Park:  Jessica Winslow asked for funding to expand the Perry Art Park off of 
Balcones.   Currently we have one sculpture and Jessica, representing the Friends of Perry Park, is asking for $2,000 to 
add two more sculptures to the park.   There was much discussion about the sculptures, and to ensure that if 
HPWBANA donated the money that it would be for a long-term donation.  Additionally, the 2016 budget did not 
include the money for this, so it would have to be adjusted.  Rebecca Spratlin moved to donate the $2,000 but as the 
board had unanswered questions, the decision was to postpone that vote and vote via email.     
The e-mail vote tally was 5-0-3 and the motion passes.  Rebecca Spratlin moved that HPWBANA support the Perry Art 
Park with a donation of $2,000 from excess funds currently in the 2016 budget and Piet Sybesma seconded the motion 
with the understanding that the funds are part of the cash balance the association has and that we will need to amend the 
budget to add the $2K for this second Art Park Donation. 
 
4th of July Parade:  Rebecca Spratlin reported that the 4th of July parade went well.  There were approximately 100-150 
folks in attendance.  It was a successful event and there is potential for it to grow every year.  The constable donated his 
time. 
 
Membership Drive and Survey:  George Zwicker reported that we have 30 more memberships—and are now close to 
300.   Neighborhood businesses will receive membership appeals as well.  Neighbor Ed Wallace suggested we go beyond 
our neighborhood association boundaries and approach businesses that may not be located in our neighborhood but 
whom have our neighbors as clientele.   The benefits to businesses will be added to our website.  
 
As of July 18th, the survey results indicated that the two biggest areas of concern cited from our membership are 
transportation and safety and neighborhood preservation. 
 



Discussion and possible election of new Board Member:   A potential board member to fill the spot vacated by the 
passing of Donna Edgar, is neighbor Wallis Goodman.  The board is interested in meeting with him and he will be back 
in early August, so they will plan to meet with him at that time.    .   
 
Treasurer Report:  George Zwicker reported that we currently have $12,812.47 in the bank.   $4,410.00 in membership 
dues have been received this year.  There are currently three business members for a total of $300.   George Zwicker will 
continue to update the information as more dues are reported.   
 
 
President Report:  There was a Commanders Forum on July 27, 2016.  Pat South is the new commander of the 
Commanders Forum.  There was a presentation on body cameras.  In the next three years, AISD plans to have every 
police officer outfitted with a body camera and they made a presentation on the body cameras.   Thirty seconds of video 
will precede the camera before it is turned on.  Officer Darrell Grayson will continue to be our neighborhood officer.    

 
The construction continues at Highland Park.  Mr. Sybesma reported that there will continue to be construction in the 
parking lots. 
 
On August 10th there will be another meeting of the Austin Strategic Housing Plan.  They will meet on West Stassney 
Lane.   There is concern about stealth dorms, ADU requirements, and undoing neighborhood preservation.  The topic 
of rent control may be discussed. 
 
The constable submitted a report.  Since January, he has found that 68% of the traffic stops he has initiated are from 
people who do not live in the neighborhood.  These include running a stop sign, speeding, failing to yield the right of 
way and unsafe lane changes. 
 
Events:  Rebecca Spratlin is in discussion with the Alamo Drafthouse for equipment rental for movie in the 
park.   Additionally, she is working on getting sponsors.  
 
Traffic and Safety:  National Night Out is October 3rd, which is also the time of our monthly board meeting.  Piet 
Sybesma suggested we have a safety/transportation meeting on that date and encourage folks to host National Nights 
out across the neighborhood. 
 
Web Master:  Jan Roberts is out of town, but she has made improvements to the HPWBANA website.   
 
Bull Creek Road Coalition:   Piet Sybesma reported that the judge has made no decision in the neighbors’ lawsuit 
against the city, over valid petition rights.    The judge wants to see precedent of case law showing that a judicial action 
would be acceptable before the City Council has acted.   
 
Members of the coalition met with Council Member Sherri Gallo’s office to express concerns and ask for support. 
 
Austin Neighborhood Council:   Dawn Lewis reported that there are two resolutions that the board needs to review 
and vote on before the August Austin Neighborhood Council meeting.  One is a resolution that urges the city to 
consolidate existing neighborhood services into a new Department of Neighborhood as well as increase the number of 
neighborhood advisors to help neighborhoods develop and update neighborhood plans.  The other is to ask the City of 
Austin to establish a housing linkage fee for new construction that would help alleviate the affordable housing problem 
in this city.  It also asks for a supermajority vote on zoning cases that displace low-income families, an affordable 
housing monitoring fee for each density bonus program and a requirement that 50% of residential demolition materials 
be recycled.  The board agreed to review these resolutions and vote via email. 
The e-mail vote tally was 7-0-1 for HPWBANA to abstain on the vote on both resolutions at the August 24, 2016 ANC 
meeting.   
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:32 pm  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Dawn Lewis, Secretary 


