
HPWBANA Board Meeting 

Yarborough Branch Library, June 7th, 2016; 6:30 p.m. 

Minutes 

 

In attendance:  Chereen Fisher, Dawn Lewis,  Jason Lindenschmidt, Rebecca Spratlin,  Piet Sybesma, 

Noel Stout, George Zwicker 

Not in attendance:  Ty Allen, Donna Edgar 

Neighborhood Communications:   Neighbor Wallace Goodman reported that an ambulance had crashed 

into his home off of Beverly Hills Skyline Drive.   The grade on the hill that goes to his house is 35% and it 

is extremely difficult for city vehicles to maneuver.  He feels that there should be signage to ensure that 

these types of accidents do not occur again.   Neighbor John Berry noted that someone had been killed 

by a vehicle on that road.  Sheri Gallo’s staff member, Susie Chase, was in attendance and said that her 

office would see what could be done. 

Election of Treasurer:  President Piet Sybesma moved that the board elect George Zwicker as treasurer.  

That motion was seconded by Rebecca Spratlin.  The board voted unanimously to approve this motion. 

Highland Park Elementary Construction:  Highland Park Elementary Principal Katie Pena, and AISD staff 

members, Paul Turner and Marc Brewster provided an update on the construction that has been in 

process at Highland Park Elementary.  The construction and landscaping should be completed shortly at 

the school.    They are primarily in the landscaping part and that will include granite paths.    Paul Turner 

mentioned that AISD is working on its 20-year plan and will be gathering information and doing 

outreach this summer, including reaching out to neighbors and community members to participate. 

Google Hut:  Parisha Fatehi-Weeks, who works in community relations for Google Fiber listened to 

neighbor concerns about the construction, aesthetics and lack of response that neighbors have 

expressed about the operation.  She indicated that she understood the concerns and would work to 

resolve the issues.  She wanted to ensure that everyone had her contact information:  

parishafw@google.com and her phone number, 512-343-4131. 

New Board Member:  There was discussion about the replacement for Donna Edgar, who has resigned 

from the board due to health issues.   Interested neighbors are welcome to reach out to the board if 

they wish to serve.  Ms. Edgar served as the current treasurer and was the chair of the Neighborhood 

Preservation Committee. 

New member to BCRC:   Former board member Donna Edgar also served as the HPWBANA’s 

representative to the Bull Creek Road Coalition.  The board agreed that it would be important to have a 

member of the board continue in that capacity.  President Piet Sybesma has been attending the 

meetings and agreed to continue to do so; George Zwicker and Noel Stout agreed to serve as back up in 

this position. 

July 4th Board Meeting:   The board discussed whether or not to hold a board meeting in July.  By 

unanimous consent the board decided not to hold a July meeting. 

Insurance for the HPWBANA:   George Zwicker reported that the Directors and Officers Insurance policy 

had been renewed.   
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Scenic Austin on Digital Billboard Amendment:   Girard Kinney presented information about a proposal 

before the city to convert existing billboards to digital technology to allow advertisements to change 

frequently.  Mr. Kinney and his organization Scenic Austin are concerned about the impact digital 

billboards would have upon our environment and our traffic safety.  He asked the board to join other 

neighborhood association boards across Austin in opposing these billboards.  Rebecca Spratlin moved 

that the board opposes digital billboards, the motion was seconded by Dawn Lewis.  The board voted 7-

1-1 to express opposition to digital billboards. 

Treasurer’s Report:    President Piet Sybesma reported that as of May 31st, the HPWBANA has 

$11,870.94 in the bank.  Membership dues continue to be collected and we anticipate there will be 

more membership fees coming. 

President’s Report:  President Piet Sybesma reported that at the next meeting, we will have 

representatives from Highland Park provide an update on the Highland Park Elementary extension as 

well as an engineer from the City of Austin report on the water line expansion that will take place on 

Perry Lane in collusion with the impending development on 45th and Bull Creek Road. 

4th of July Parade:   Chereen Fisher and Rebecca Spratlin reported that the 4th of July parade is on track.  

Volunteers are needed.  Carolyn Robinson has the signage to promote the event. 

Update on membership drive and survey:  Jason Lindenschmidt reported that the membership letter is 

complete and has been sent out.   Additionally, there will be solicitation of business members as well.   

As of June 5, there have been 135 memberships for 2016.   This includes two business memberships.  

There was also discussion about surveying members to assess their concern about issues. 

 

 

 


