
HPWBANA Board Meeting 

Yarborough Branch Library, April 4th, 2016; 6:30 p.m. 

Minutes 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m.  Members present:  Ty Allen, Donna Edgar, Chereen Fisher, Dawn 

Lewis, Jason Lindenschmidt, Rebecca Spratlin, Noel Stout, and Piet Sybesma 

Members absent:  George Zwicker 

The March 7, 2016 minutes were approved as presented. 

Neighbor Communication:   President Piet Sybesma introduced Jan Roberts, the HPWBANA webmaster.  Jan raised 

concerns about inappropriate discourse on the list serve and questioned how the moderation process worked.  

Dawn Lewis responded that she is the current interim webmaster and that there had been inappropriate dialogue.  

Those who were in violation of the HPWBANA list serve standards had been informed and reminded of the 

guidelines.  Once members violate the standards, receive a reminder, and continue to violate the guidelines, then 

they can be removed from the list serve.  The Board agreed that it is important to ensure that the HPWBANA 

guidelines are followed and that discourse should be informative and respectful.   

 Review and Discussion of recent events regarding the proposed Grove PUD on Bull Creek 

Donna Edgar reported that a week ago Friday there was a quietly held meeting between two or three city 

managers and Jeff Howard, the manager for the Grove.  In essence, the managers were told to cease and desist on 

any further review of impact studies related to the Grove.   

The Rosedale Neighborhood Association created graphics that presented facts about the PUD.  The key hot button 

issue is traffic—Ms. Edgar shared the bar graph created that shows maximum volume for Bull Creek Road traffic; 

the developer’s traffic impact study is created from information obtained that the developer will not divulge to the 

public.   There were many concerns about the study and the actual impact on 45
th

 Street, Bull Creek as well as 

Jackson Street.   Additionally, the parkland that the developer has proposed does not adhere to the requirements 

of COA designated parkland.  The developer has included the creek bottom and the number of usable acres is 

incorrect.  There are also concerns about drainage, and other issues.  Susie Chase of Sheri Gallo’s staff was asked 

about what CM Gallo’s stance and how the CM was working to address her constituents concerns, but Ms. Chase 

indicated that CM Gallo was studying the issue and should address those concerns.   

Potential Partnering Project under the Hancock Street Bridge 

 Donna Edgar reported that there is a potential neighborhood partnering project with the City of Austin for the 

Hancock Bridge Area:   There are six lots on the west side zoned SF3, and HPWBANA could “lease” this area from 

the city and use it as parkland, but would be responsible for maintenance and landscape construction.   These are 

the lots that were bulldozed when Hancock was widened.   The lots are still subdivided public property but not 

designated as parkland.  Chereen Fisher suggested it could be a wildflower habitat, which would add to the 

neighborhood.  The neighborhood would like to preserve this land and Dwayne Naumann is working on this as 

well.  We would like to get our CM to support us on this.    

We also need no dumping signs on this area.   

Insurance Discussion:   There was also a discussion about insurance.  CM Sheri Gallo’s staff put us in touch with the 

folks at the North West Austin Civic Association and we will review their insurance policy.  There are continual 

concerns about general liability. 

Recent contacts by builders: There have been some builders who have reached out to the neighborhood 

association prior to building.  One builder is Amir Mozami, who was interested in HPWBANA perspective on plat 



and zoning restrictions.  Additionally, HPWBANA was contacted by another developer, Lewis Hunt, who plans to 

build on the northwest corner of Valley Oak and Hancock.  He wanted to know if he could build a 3,332 sq. ft. 

house and then put an ADU on the property and sell them separately.    There was discussion about plat notes, 

deed restrictions and enforcement as the City does not enforce those only setback and utility rules.     

Easter Egg Hunt— Chereen Fisher reported that the event was a big success.  Highland Park Elementary assisted as 

some of their honor students filled the eggs.   Over 200 kids were in attendance and the hunts were successful.    

Former board member Carolyn Robinson served as the Easter bunny. Treasurer Donna Edgar reported that this 

month, neighbors made more contributions to the constable fund; Annual dues are beginning to come in for the 

year. 

The Highland Park Construction was supposed to be completed by June 1
st, 

but more work is planned over the 

summer.    

President’s Report:   President Piet Sybesma saw that there is an Eagle Scout that wants to do a project at the 

pond area at Camp Mabry and he may want to get some monetary support from HPWBANA.  

Mr. Sybesma also informed the neighborhood that the Austin HHS department had recommended that we should 

all be concerned about the potential of the spread of Zika mosquitoes and to follow protective guidelines.   

Betty Dickson expressed concerns about Homeland Security and the lack of accessibility for exiting our 

neighborhoods.    

Membership Committee:  Jason Lindenschmidt reported that the membership letter is done and should be ready 

to go to the printer.  After approval, it should be ready for mail out.  

Webmaster Report:  Jan Roberts reported that she has been updating the HPWBANA website and fixed our 

security protocols. 

Austin Neighborhood Council Report: Dawn Lewis reminded board members that we need their vote on the 

resolution to support the neighbors of Robertson Hill neighborhood on the One Two East development.   The 

resolution opposed the changes in the zoning law that allows the developer to greatly extend the height of the 

buildings adjacent to the neighborhood. 

New Business:   President Piet Sybesma reported that our next meeting will not be held at Yarbrough library and 

we will be working to find another location.   

The Board voted by e-mail vote on March 7, 2016, Yes on Question 1: Does your neighborhood support leaving 

your $183 contribution in the BCRC account? (7-1-1 (one member not voting)) and Yes on Question 2: So, 

tentatively, should the BCRC be a plaintiff in the suit? This vote is only tentative with a final decision to be voted on 

after each BCRC board member and individual plaintiff has had a chance to see and read the petition to be filed  (7-

1-1 (one member not voting)). 

The Board voted by e-mail on April 11, 2016, to support the Resolution to deny increased development 

entitlements for the One Two East development along the IH 35 frontage road between East 11
th

 and 12
th

 Streets 

(7-1-1 (one member abstaining)). 

Camp Mabry will be holding an Open House American Heroes the weekend of April 15
th

. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Dawn Lewis, Secretary 


