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Highland Park West Balcones Area Neighborhood Association Board Minutes 

Board Meeting, February 1, 2016, 7:04 pm, Yarborough Branch Library 

In attendance:  Ty Allen, Donna Edgar, Chereen Fisher, Dawn Lewis, Jason Lindenschmidt, Rebecca 

Spratlin,  Piet Sybesma, George Zwicker 

Not in attendance:   Noel Stout 

Approval of Minutes:   President Piet Sybesma moved that the minutes from the January meeting be 

approved.  Rebecca Spratlin seconded and the minutes were approved unanimously.   

Neighborhood Communications 

1. Candidate Blake Rocap who is running for State Representative District 49 announced his 

candidacy and asked for support.    

2. Ed Wallace reported that we need to continue to be careful of irresponsible drivers in the 

neighborhood and recounted an incident on Perry Lane which was a danger to pedestrians.   

3. President Sybesma reported on Google Fiber:  Google has placed a building on the pad on the 

City property leased by Google at the curve on Highland Court.  President Sybesma had 

requested information from the City’s Real Estate Division regarding any lease agreement and 

was told the request had to be in the form of an open records request.  The City advised that 

they would get back to him on February 10th.   

4. Anita Sybesma expressed concern about the activity at the recent Austin City Council meeting 

regarding the PUD development on Bull Creek.   That land was previously state property and 

was thus unzoned.   The Council has been debating whether to adjust the code to treat PUD’s on 

zoned and unzoned land equally, thus requiring a council supermajority to approve a PUD which 

the Planning Commission opposed.  At the Council meeting, Mayor Adler proposed an 

amendment, supported by Council Member Gallo.  This new amendment requires a Council 

supermajority when three-fourths or more of the Zoning and Planning Commission have voted 

against PUD zoning on unzoned land.  There are concerns about how this would impact the Bull 

Creek Road development.  

Another concern cited was the petition rights of neighbors who live within 200 feet of a PUD 

proposed on unzoned land. These neighbors expect to be entitled to have a right to express 

concerns about how the PUD will affect their neighborhood and to have those concerns 

recognized via petitioning.  The City has voted that if a PUD is built on unzoned land, that the 

neighbors do not have valid petition rights.   

Because of HPWBANA’s concern about the impact of the PUD on our neighborhood, and 

because of our support for the Bull Creek Road Coalition, Ms. Sybesma requested that the board 

send a letter to Council Member Gallo expressing concern about her votes. 

There was discussion about the votes; Donna Edgar said that there may be concerns about the 

legality of the timing of presenting the zoning amendment to the Council.   Neighbor Julie 

Meyers suggested that the Council may be concerned about state review of its zoning policy.   

Ty Allen moved that the board reaffirm support for the BCRC; George Zwicker seconded that 

motion.  It was unanimously approved 7-0-2 (Fisher and Stout Not Present).   
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5. Council Member Gallo’s staff person, Jennifer Burkhardt, was present at the meeting.    She is a 

new member of her staff, and said she would take HPWBANA’s concerns to Council Member 

Gallo so that she would be aware of them.  

Rebecca Spratlin motioned that we write a letter to Sheri Gallo requesting statistics and 

charrette, a clarification of her positioning and neighbor support for her actions, concerns about 

the legality of the amendment timing and a restatement of our support for the BCRC.  Dawn 

Lewis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 7-0-2 (Chereen Fisher abstained, Stout Not 

Present).  Piet Sybesma will make a draft of the letter. 

Membership Campaign  

Jason Lindenschmidt reported that we have two letters that have been drafted and are ready to be sent 

out to residents as well as businesses by next week.  There was discussion about raising the cost of 

business level memberships and providing added recognition to businesses in the newsletter and 

website as well as shout outs at events.   

Rebecca Spratlin made a motion that we have a $50/$100 business membership level as an option.  The 

motion was seconded by Chereen Fisher and passed unanimously, 8-0-1.  (Stout Not Present) 

New Business 

Volunteer for List Serve Moderator:  Donna Edgar said she is unable to serve as chief moderator 

of the HPWBANA listserv any longer due to time constraints.  Piet Sybesma asked if any members would 

be willing to take on that role.  Julie Meyers agreed to serve in that capacity. 

Volunteer for Newsletter Editor: President Sybesma also reached out to the membership as we 

are also in need of an editor for the HPWBANA monthly newsletter.   

Budget Adoption--Due to time constraints, the board had met in a separate work session to 

review the proposed budget.  George Zwicker motioned that the budget as presented be approved.  

Donna Edgar seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.  8-0-1 (Stout Not Present) 

Liability Insurance: George Zwicker reported that we currently have directors and officers 

insurance, and we are looking at liability insurance.   One estimate of general liability is $2574.00, but he 

is continuing to explore the options.  One issue raised was whether the City of Austin and/or AISD have 

insurance that covers us if we hold events on their property. 

Officer Reports 

 Treasurer:   Donna Edgar reported we currently have $9,674.02 in our account. 

 President:   Piet Sybesma said there was a neighborhood volunteer who wanted to provide 

information to our neighborhood about recycling and the COA Recycling program.  She wanted to do so 

via the newsletter and website if possible and the Board voiced support.   

There is also concern about the main water line for the Grove which will run along Perry Lane in our 

neighborhood; the line should be either twelve or twenty-four inches.  Betty Dickson shared that there 

is concern about adequate water pressure due to the expansion of users and the importance of 
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pressure, especially for the fire department.   She also noted that Living Usage Equivalents (LUE’s) must 

be found equal for water and wastewater consumption, which could also be an issue. 

Mr.  Sybesma reported that the variance requested from the owners of 3301 Perry Lane was denied by 

the board of adjustment, primarily because no hardship had been demonstrated and the rainwater 

harvest system could be placed in a different location on the lot. 

He also noted that he has not received information from his Open Records request. 

Standing Committee Reports 

Membership-- Jason Lindenschmidt had nothing else to report since discussion and action had 

occurred earlier in the meeting. 

 Events—Chereen Fisher reported that the Egg Hunt will be held at Perry Park on Saturday, 

March 26th.  Over 1200 eggs will be stuffed for that event and she has volunteers, but could use more. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:47 pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Dawn Lewis, Secretary 

 


