
 
MINUTES 

Highland Park West Balcones Area NA Board Meeting 
Yarborough Branch Library, October 3, 2016; 6:30 p.m. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. 

In attendance:  Ty Allen, Chereen Fisher, Wallis Goodman, Dawn Lewis, Jason Lindenschmidt,  Piet 

Sybesma, Rebecca Spratlin, George Zwicker 

Absent:  Noel  Stout 

Neighborhood Communications:  George Zwicker brought forth a concern from  Dawn Psoramatis  

about 3203 Hancock near Valley Oak and the difficulty finding permit information on the renovation.  

Neighbor Ed Wallace reported that the Austin Institute of Architects home tour this year would feature 

the home at 3301Perry Lane.  That tour takes place the weekend of October 15th and 16th.   

Perry Lane Waterline Presentation—Brian Williams and Sam Shorter from Milestone Properties 

presented on the Perry Line Waterline which will be serving the Grove development at 45th and 

Bullcreek Road.    Currently, there is an 18 inch waterline at the intersection of Valley Oak and Perry 

Lane, with the water line expansion, a 24 inch one will be taking its place.    The fire hydrants will also 

have increased flow.   The project will take place approximately nine months to complete.  The first 

initial phase will be digging at the intersection of Perry Lane and Valley Oak.  The traffic will be diverted.   

This should take about 4-5 months.   They do not anticipate any water being cut off to residents.  

Neighbor Kent Wallace mentioned that we have serious fire concerns in our neighborhood.  He was 

concerned about the water that may be cut from our neighborhood which could cause a problem in 

light of a potential fire.   There were other concerns noted about the project and the impact on the 

neighborhood.  It was noted that the city is spending $30 million to upgrade the Davis Water plant 

which is the one that serves our neighborhood.   Plans are to move forward when there is more 

knowledge about the impact on the Grove.     

Presentation Capital Metro—Katelyn Dawson, planner at Capital Metro, presented a  talk about Cap 

Metro’s  plan to eliminated our neighborhood bus route, #19, from our neighborhood.  She reviewed 

Capital Metro’s Transit Plan for the Future.   The plan focuses on several consumer metrics:  Frequency 

of routes (highest priority), coverage, reliability and speed.  Capital Metro will be offering various service 

options.  They have created a flexible ten-year plan and a constrained five-year plan.  One of the overall 

goals is to simplify routes to make them shorter and to expand connections to rail.   The bus route #19 is 

being cut primarily because it serves approximately nine-ten people per day at Northland and Balcones.  

It is estimated that one needs an average of 15 riders to earn a stop.  Capital Metro looks at and   

evaluates the areas they are serving and look at the cost per person and the level of ridership.  West 

Austin is the least busy sector of all the Capital Metro routes.   Connections 2025.org is the website to 

view the draft of the Capital Metro long term plans and to get more details 

ANC Resolution on Affordability:    The Board again discussed the ANC Resolution on Affordability.  

There was discussion about the linkage fee provision and potential support for the linkage fee segment; 

however there were a series of additional items in the resolution that the board did not feel they had 



the adequate knowledge to review and decided to abstain with the vote.   The board acknowledged that 

affordable housing is an issue of concern in Austin and that HPWBANA should abstain from the vote at 

the Austin Neighborhood Council meeting.  

Annual Meeting – The HPWBANA Annual Meeting will be held on November 7th.  The current plan is to 

meet at the Yarborough at 6:30 pm for the business meeting and then walk across the street to meet at 

La Mancha.  HPWBANA will provide light refreshments.   

Treasurer’s report:  George Zwicker reported that we currently have $10,380.69 in our account.   During 

the membership drive, here was an anonymous donation to HPWBANA of $500.   

President’s Report:  Piet Sybesma reported that he attended the ANC executive committee meeting to 

submit our resolution on the proposed mobility bond that addressed our concern that the bonds be 

broken up so residents of Austin would have the ability to vote on specific concerns. 

Events:  Chereen Fisher reported that The Movie in the Park will not be this fall; we may host it in the 

spring.  

Membership: George Zwicker reported that the resident neighborhood recruitment campaign is over 

but there will be a business membership driver in January. 

Traffic and Safety:    Ty Allen reported that there is a new light at 35th and Pecos.   Apparently there 

have been some traffic issues related to the timing of the light which has caused concern with residents.   

The City has discovered an error and may be able to help rectify those problems 

Bull Creek Road Coalition:   Piet Sybesma said that the City of Austin will once again meet to vote on the 

proposed Grove development on Oct. 22nd.  He encouraged neighbors to attend the hearing. 

Other Business:   Dawn Lewis suggested that board members submit more articles to the HPWBANA 

newsletter as it needs more articles that provide timely information to neighbors.   

She also said that there may be a City Council candidate forum at MUNY Golf Course on October 22 that 

our neighborhood would be invited to co-sponsor and attend. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 pm 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Dawn Lewis, Secretary 

 

 

  


