
Highland Park West Balcones Area Neighborhood Association Board 

March 7th, 2016, 7pm, Yarborough Library 

MINUTES 

In attendance: Ty Allen, Donna Edgar, Chereen Fisher, Dawn Lewis, Piet Sybesma, George Zwicker 

Absent:  Jason Lindenschmidt, Rebecca Spratlin, Noel Stout 

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes:  The board minutes for February were reviewed.  George Zwicker moved that they 

be approved, Piet Sybesma seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously (6-0 with 3 

absences). 

Neighbor Communications: 

Mark Strama, president of Google Fiber, was present to provide information and answer questions 

about the impact of Google Fiber on our neighborhood.  Mr. Strama gave a review of how Google got to 

be a gigabit Internet, which supplies by fiber-optic cables, rather than the older copper ones.  He noted 

that it would increase the speed of internet to over 900 gigabits per second.   Because Google Fiber is a 

fiber optic system, the fibers will branch from an outer ring inward and will connect to a Google hut, 

where the strands will pass through devices that receive and transmit signals.  They will connect to 

homes via underground cables unless the neighborhood has overhead electrical lines.  The underground 

cables will require underground drilling in the neighborhood which will take an uncertain amount of 

time.  There may be problems with asphalt and water/gas lines with the underground construction. 

Google Fiber has leased land from the City of Austin, which is under the Hancock Bridge.   President Piet 

Sybesma noted that it is city property but it is zoned single family, and that there have been 

neighborhood concerns because it is right next to a residence, not in a commercial area.   Mr. Strama 

noted that there must have been engineering considerations which would explain why that location was 

selected.    Mr. Strama said that the noise emitted from the huts should not be very loud and should not 

impact the neighborhood.   Neighbor Anita Sybesma expressed concern about the contract workers that 

Google has hired who are not treating neighbors respectfully.  Neighbor Dwayne Naumann also relayed 

all the issues he has had with the construction, workers, debris, etc. as the Google Hut construction is 

directly across from his home.       

Liability Insurance:  Andy Barkley, of Property Casualty and Liability Insurance, reviewed policies that 

were possibilities for the board to consider if they choose to purchase this additional insurance.    One 

issue that was brought up is the definition of a spectator or a performer, and to whether the sponsors or 

special guests would fall under that definition.    Personal advertising is covered under general liability.  

Sheri Gallo’s aide offered to provide info about NWACA and their insurance.  

Review of bylaws:   



The Bylaw revisions were noted—these revisions have been posted on the HPWBANA website for more 

than 30 days.  These changes to the bylaws were recommended for approval.   Chereen Fisher moved to 

adoption, and Donna Edgar seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (6-0 with 3 absences). 

 

Review and discussion of board voting 

Chereen Fisher brought up concerns about whether or not members were educated sufficiently by the 

board on issues that are brought up for a vote.   There was discussion about the importance of keeping 

neighbors abreast of issues and opportunity for neighbors to express areas of concern to the board.      

Neighbors are always invited to board meetings where they can share concerns and views and can 

contact board members via email at any time to express concerns.    

Easter Egg Hunt—Chereen Fisher reported that the Easter Egg Hunt is set to go and will take place on 

Saturday, March 26th beginning at 9:30 a.m.  Students from Highland Park Elementary will stuff the eggs.   

Briefing on water line:  President Piet Sybesma provided an update on the waterline project related to 

the Bull Creek/Grove development.    The city is in the process of recording psi pressure levels at the 

ridge line areas.   The project will be 3,350 foot long and will bring additional flow and pressure north 

and south of 45th St. and Bull Creek Road.   Mr. Sybesma will continue to work with the city to provide 

neighbors information about the impact on our water lines and impact on the traffic flow.   

Treasurer:  Treasurer Donna Edgar reported that we currently have a bank balance of $8,999.00.    The 

membership drive is beginning and we have received about $750 worth of memberships.  Many people 

have included thank yous for the work the neighborhood association accomplishes.   Dwayne suggested 

we send a personal note and Jason Lindenschmidt is sending out a letter to all within the association. 

Bull Creek Road Coalition:  Donna Edgar reported that the coalition is still experiencing difficulty 

negotiating with Milestone and there are major concerns about the accuracy of the traffic impact 

studies. 

Austin Neighborhood Council:  Dawn Lewis reported that there is a request from the Robertson Hill 

neighborhood to ask for support from other neighborhoods as they are concerned about the impact of 

the One Two East development.  The developer wants to build towers up to 185 in height directly 

adjacent to the neighborhood, which is in violation of the current zoning restrictions.  She will send out 

the resolution to board members when it comes out.  

The Board also approved by e-mail vote on 2/23/16 a request from the Austin Neighborhoods Council 

Executive Committee that HPWBANA send a letter to Councilmember Gallo requesting that the Dwelling 

Occupancy Ordinance be amended to delete the expiration date of March 31, 2016.  The motion passed 

(8-0 with 1 abstention). 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Dawn Lewis, Secretary 


