
MINUTES 
Highland Park West Balcones Area Neighborhood Association Annual Meeting 

Yarborough Branch Library, November 7, 2016; 6:30 p.m. 
 
In attendance:  Ty Allen, Chereen Fisher,  Wallis Goodman, Dawn Lewis, Jason Lindenschmidt, 
Rebecca Spratlin, Piet Sybesma, George Zwicker, Noel Stout  
 
The meeting started at 6:47 pm 
 
2016 Year in Review—Piet Sybesma provided an overview of the neighborhood association’s 
activities over 2016.  Please see the attached. 
 
Bull Creek Road Coalition 
Piet Sybesma reported that during its Oct. 20 meeting, the City Council approved a 
"placeholder" form of the Grove at Shoal Creek planned unit development on first reading only, 
while the Grove and the BCRC, agreed to enter mediation, in hopes of resolving their 
differences. 
 
Board Officer Election 
 
Four of the current HPWBANA members were up for reelection to another two year-term, 
Chereen Fisher, Dawn Lewis, Jason Lindenschmidt and Noel Stout.  Neighbor Sally Scott moved 
that we unanimously elect the four candidates, George Zwicker seconded.  The vote was 
unanimous. 
 
Discussion of Proposed Hancock Drive School Zone and Consideration 
 
Board member George Zwicker has been researching the creation of a school zone on 
Hancock.  He reported that he had heard back from W. Gordon Derr, P.E., about the rationale 
behind the installation of school zones.  Because Highland Park does not have any property 
frontage, it is supposedly AISD policy that APD will not install school zones on those 
streets.   There was discussion about pursuing the issue and the board will work to get more 
information. 
 
Capitol Metro Route 19:  There was a presentation on this topic at a  past HPWBANA meeting 
and an effort to raise awareness that Capitol Metro plans to eliminate this route   There is an 
article in the Chronicle, there should be an opportunity for more community input.   
 
New Business: 
Neighbor Ed Wallace, brought up his concern about the lack of mowing and trimming along 
Perry Lane between Horseshoe Bend Circle and the Camp Mabry entrance.   There was 
discussion about who owned that property, the City of Austin or Camp Mabry.  There will be 
some follow-up to determine next steps. 
 



Neighborhood Dwayne Holman asked that the board invite a representative from the Austin 
Police Department to talk about traffic enforcement on Hancock, Balcones, and Perry Lane.  He 
noted that we still have way too many speedsters. 
 
The Annual meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm.  The Board immediately convened its meeting.  
Piet Sybesma was elected President; Jason Lindenschmidt was elected Vice-President; Dawn 
Lewis was elected Secretary; and George Zwicker was elected Treasurer.  The Board meeting 
was adjourned and all attendees were invited to go across the street for a social hour at La 
Mancha. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Dawn Lewis, Secretary. 
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2016 HPWBANA Board 

 

Pieter Sybesma, President 

Jason Lindenschmidt, Vice-President 

Dawn Lewis, Secretary 

George Zwicker, Treasurer 

Ty Allen, Board Member 

Chereen Fisher, Board Member 

Wallis Goodman, Board Member 

Rebecca Spratlin, Board Member 

Noel Stout, Board Member 

  



2016 Membership 

Total memberships: 199 

Total new memberships: 67 

Family memberships: 162 

Individual memberships: 37 

Total members: 361 

Total business memberships: 3 

 

 

2016 Membership Survey Results 

Surveys were included with the 2016 Membership application.  

  

“WE WANT TO KNOW! WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU? 

Please rate from 1-5, 1 = greatest interest” 

 

108 completed surveys were received by the end of September 2016.  These survey 

results continue to affirm that the highest interest areas are quality of life issues: 1) 

Transportation and Safety; 2) Neighborhood Preservation; 3) Beautification; and 4) 

Events. 

 

 

Neighborhood 
Preservation 

Transportation & 
Safety (Constable 

Patrol) Beautification Events Other 

Number  of Times Selected as  1  38 43 6 6 1 

Number  of Times Selected as  2  29 30 26 8 1 

Number  of Times Selected as  3  16 7 47 12 3 

Number  of Times Selected as  4  8 5 10 43 3 

Number  of Times Selected as  5  1 2 0 4 13 

Number  of Times X is selected 7 13 7 4 0 



 

2016 Committee Highlights 

Beautification and Parks Committee Update 
November 3, 2016 

 

Summary: This year’s work focused on the successful completion of Perry Art Park Phase 1 and 
the initiation of Phase 2, led by Friends of Perry Park. The Beautification Committee also performed 
routine maintenance of our medians as needed.  

 
Perry Park 2016  
Perry Art Park Phase 1 – Friends of Perry Park  

 November 2015: “Dayton” sculpture installed  

 December 2015: Volunteer work day to build pad for sculpture; 27 neighbors participated  

 January 2016: Ribbon-cutting ceremony to officially open Perry Art Park; attended by 100 
officials and neighbors  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perry Art Park Phase 2 – Friends of Perry Park  

 January-May 2016: Developed plan for Phase 2, working with PARD, The Contemporary 
Austin, Arts Commission; submitted grant application to Austin Parks Foundation  

 July 2016: Received grant award of $18,536 from APF  

 August 2016: Completed fundraising of over $5,000 in required matching funds  

 October 2016: Construction began  
 

Work Day  

 April 2016, with 5 volunteers from Little Helping Hands  

 Moved DG to fitness stations  

 Weeded and raked along Nature Trail  



 

Medians  
Balcones/Parkcrest Median:  

 Volunteers weeded and trimmed several times during the year.  

 Developed a plan for neighbor artist to install sculpture; project is on hold due to pending 
water line installation  

 

Ridge Oak Triangle:  

 COA continued to mow regularly.  

 
Horseshoe Bend Median:  

 Median was weeded and trimmed.  
 

Hancock Bridge Median:  

 Status: On hold. Looking for a neighbor to be the leader of this location  
 
 Report submitted by Jessica Winslow and Juliee Beyt 

 

Traffic and Safety Committee 
November 2016 

 

Speeding, driver texting and pedestrian safety were identified as top concerns for 2014 and 

2015.  Transportation and Safety was identified in the 2016 Membership Survey as the area 

of most interest. To continue to address these and other general safety concerns, the 

following have occurred this year. 

1. “Drive Like Your Kids Live Here” yard signs continue to be placed at different 

locations on streets on the periphery of the neighborhood association and around 

Highland Park Elementary School and Perry Park. 

2.  Around Highland Park Elementary School, the curb areas in No Parking areas either 

identified by signage or delineated by state law have been painted red by the City for 

enhanced awareness.   

3. Traffic and Safety e-mails were sent out through the HPWBANA Yahoo 

Groups/List Serve.  Two e-mails dealt with School Safety; 15 e-mails dealt with 

notification updates on the 35th Street/Water Treatment Plant construction projects; 

eight e-mails dealt with notification updates on the water and wastewater 

improvements east of Mo-Pac; and seven e-mails were about general safety 

education.  Many of these messages also appeared in the monthly The HPWBANA 

News. 



4. Numerous potholes were reported for repair through 311 and numerous faded traffic 

control street signs were reported through 311 for replacement. 

5. Cutting of grass at the Valley Oak Median/Open Drainage area was accomplished 

two times by reporting the traffic and safety issues to 311. 

6. Highland Park parents worked with the City on a project for safer bicycle and 

pedestrian access across the Hancock Bridge for school children and their parents 

within the existing delineated street area.  The new bicycle lanes were painted and 

pylons installed on the Hancock Bridge after school started.  The narrowing of the 

traffic lanes on Hancock Drive east of the bridge was done as a separate project by 

the city at the same time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. It is unfortunate that the City does not provide enough support to allow 

neighborhood police patrolling on any regular or consistent basis. To address the 

patrol need and speeding issues on our streets and around the school, several 

residents have voluntarily funded supplemental patrolling and enforcement of speed 

limits within the neighborhood by a Constable.  Emphasis is placed on traffic 

enforcement on Perry Lane, Hancock Drive (from Bull Creek Road to Balcones), 

Balcones Drive (from 35th Street to RM 2222), and on neighborhood 

patrolling.  HPWBANA provided $1,000 funding support in this year’s budget.  

Monthly reports have been provided through the HPWBANA Yahoo Groups/List 

Serve to neighbors. 



  

Preservation Committee  
November 2016 

 

HPWBANA is composed of 36 residential subdivisions and has Camp Mabry, the Davis 
Water Treatment Plant, the Ridge Oak Water Reservoir, Highland Park Elementary 
School/Perry Park, Austin Fire Department Station 19 with an EMS unit co-located at the 
station, commercial areas within and adjacent to the triangle formed by RM 
2222/Balcones/Parkcrest and a neighborhood commercial area on Hancock Drive at 
Balcones Drive, the Westwood Tennis Country Club, the Brightleaf Nature Preserve, and 
Mount Bonnell Park within its boundaries.   

 

HPWBANA is a very desirable residential area and the neighborhoods are starting to feel re-
development pressures.  Developers see our area as prime for tearing down older homes and 
developing the lots to the maximum without regard for the character of the immediate 
neighborhood.  Most of the residential areas have Subdivision Plat Notes/Restrictions or 
Deed Restrictions which limit the types of uses of the residential properties.   

 

The HPWBANA Board has adopted policies recommended by the Preservation Committee 
to monitor development and re-development activities.  Plat Notes/Restrictions and Deed 
Restrictions continue to be researched at the County Clerk’s Office.  Copies are posted on 
the HPWBANA Website.  Volunteer HPWBANA members monitor property sales and 
building permit applications.  Educational letters are sent to Realtors and property owners as 
potential development permits are sought reminding them of the existing Plat 
Notes/Restrictions or Deed Restrictions that are applicable to their particular property.  
Seven letters were sent to Realtors for properties listed within the Highland Park West 
subdivision that could be re-developed into new construction. 

 

On June 4, 2015, the Austin City Council approved the HPWBANA application to prohibit 
front and side yard parking.  We have joined 80 other Neighborhood Associations or 
Planning Areas that have been approved for coverage by the Ordinance.  Notices were sent 
by the City to property owners and utility customers who are within the boundaries of 
HPWBANA in early July 2015 advising of the Council’s action. Violations should be 
reported to our APD District Rep at 512.974.8392. 

 



The Preservation Committee, with the help of volunteers, will also monitor and provide 
input on the City’s re-write of the Development Code (Code Next) and will also begin the 
application process for participation in the City’s Neighborhood Plan process.   

 

The Preservation Committee also represents HPWBANA at the Austin Neighborhoods 
Council. 

The Preservation Committee has also monitored the city-wide debate regarding Short Term 
Rentals to assure the maintenance of a residential character of our neighborhood. 

 

HPWBANA has been a member of the Bull Creek Road Coalition (BCRC) since 2012.  The 
BCRC has been monitoring and advocating for a Better PUD for the former 75 acre 
TxDOT Land located at the corner of Bull Creek Road and West 45th Street. 

Events Committee 
 
Chereen Fisher, Chair of the Events Committee, along with help from Board Member Rebecca 
Spratlin and others, organized the following events: 
 
Perry Park Egg Hunt, coordinating volunteers from the neighborhood to hide over 1,500 eggs for 
the children!  The Easter Bunny was in full form! 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Independence Day Parade and Celebration: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HPWBANA Co-Sponsored a City Council District 

10 Candidate Forum on October 26, 2016 at Muny 

Golf Course. 

 
  



October 31, 2016 Treasurer’s Report 
  



Proposed Candidates for the 2017-2018 HPWBANA Board 
 

 

Chereen Fisher: Chereen has served on the HPWBANA board for many years. Her focus has 

primarily been on planning and organizing neighborhood events, but is interested in neighborhood 

development issues as well. Chereen and her husband, Karl, have two children Ben and Will and 

have lived in the neighborhood for more than thirteen years.  

Dawn Lewis: Dawn has lived in the neighborhood since 1993, She has three grown children who 

attended AISD schools, including Highland Park Elementary. A former development director and 

educator, she currently works at Austin Partners in Education where she manages their mentor 

and partner programs. She served on the HPWBANA board back in the '90s and came  back on 

board four years ago.   She loves this wonderful neighborhood and is committed to preserving and 

advocating  for this very special part of Austin.   

Jason Lindenschmidt: Jason and his wife, Katie Moran, have called HPWBANA home since 

2003. He is the owner and broker of LindenDwell Real Estate since 2009, and has been working in 

real estate since 2006. He's both an Aggie and Longhorn, with a BA in Business Management from 

A&M and an MS in Engineering from UT. Jason will serve the board by chairing the membership 

drive and will be an active member of the preservation committee.  

Noel Stout: Noel and his wife, Tillery, have lived in the neighborhood since 2012. Noel 

grew up in Austin before moving away to attend college and Law school.  Noel and his wife 

returned to Austin in 2005 and they have two children, Finn (6) and Cade (4), Noel is an 

attorney with Almanza, Blackburn & Dickie, LLP.   

 

 
HPWBANA Board Members Continuing for 2017 

Ty Allen 

Wallis Goodman 

Rebecca Spratlin 

Pieter Sybesma 

George Zwicker 

 


